
YES - NO - MAYBE: THE POLICE & BODY
CAMERAS

Photo courtesy of: Ryan Lindsay, Connecticut Public Radio.com, "Behind the Body Camera: The Ethics,
Adoption and Impact of Recording Police Interactions. July 8, 2019.

Should all police be required to wear body cameras?
______________________________________________________________________________

Rationale: As students are exposed to news of misuse of force by the police they will naturally
contemplate ways the police and the public can work to address this problem. In this lesson,
students will learn how to take a stance by answering “yes”, “no” or “maybe” to a statement
about requiring all police to wear body cameras and explain their stance on this issue. This will
enable students to further develop the fundamental habits for respectful listening, engaged
dialogue, and peer opinion sharing, which are the foundations of democratic action.

Objectives: Students will explore their opinions related to the use of body cameras by the police
to reduce instances of police misuse of power. Also, students will discuss the ethics of requiring
police to wear body cameras.

Target Grade Level(s): 9-12

Standards:
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● NJSLS-SS.6.1.5.Civic.DP.1: Using evidence, explain how the core civic virtues and
democratic principles impact the decisions made at the local, state, and national
government (e.g., fairness, equality, common good).

● NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

● NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Focal SEL Skill: Social Awareness

● Students will recognize the feelings and perspectives of others from diverse backgrounds
with regards to a current event issue.

Materials & Resources:
● Signs that indicate “Yes”, “No”, and “Maybe” (posted in corners of the room)
● Pencils
● Notebook
● Photograph of Police Misuse of Power
● Access to the internet to watch and listen to New York City Major, Bill

DeBlasio’s from Twitter: Video clip - Speech Bill de Blasio "We can't let what
happened to Eric Garner happen again"

● Access to the following web resource: National Institute of Justice: "Body-Worn
Cameras What the Evidence Tells Us" (included at the end of the lesson)

Timing: Two, forty-five minute periods

Lesson Procedure:

Part I: Introduction & Background Knowledge (15 minutes)

1. Due to the nature of the material it is advisable to review classroom norms for
respectful discussion and sharing. You may wish to launch this lesson with a
guidance counselor or school psychologist. Take note that this is a highly
sensitive topic and that content can trigger emotions that would be too hurtful to
engage in. Present an alternative choice driven assignment for students to explore
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related to the topic. Separately, you may wish to assign the students the
vocabulary to define so they can build their knowledge on the topic.

2. For homework, have students conduct research on the internet to learn about the
story of Eric Garner, who died as a result of a police choke hold on July 17, 2014
in New York City. As students settle in, project the image of Eric Garner to
prompt students to recall what they learned about the police and Eric Garner’s
death in July of 2014. In addition, assign the following terms for the students to
define in their notebooks to build their knowledge of related terms that appear in
the lesson resources.

1) de-escalation
2) explicit bias
3) implicit bias
4) civility
5) ethical
6) legitimacy
7) use-of- force continuum (it might help to draw a visual model)

3. Share with the students that Eric Garner’s story made national headlines and
spotlighted the issue of police misuse of force in 2014. Play the video of New
York City Mayor Bill DeBlasio during a Presidential Town Hall in August 2019
commenting on Eric Garner’s death that was posted on Twitter. Ask them to write
down their thoughts/reactions to the Mayor’s remarks. Ask them to withhold
from sharing their thoughts, but to let these thoughts sit with their thinking across
the lesson.

4. To introduce the lesson activity, announce that “Today, we are going to examine
your views on whether or not all police should be required to wear body
cameras by engaging in Yes-No-Maybe peer opinion sharing activity with your
classmates. We will then explore several statements related to the policy and
misuse of powers and have the opportunity to take a stance on each statement.”

5. Explain that students will first engage in free writing related to the following
prompts. Given a statement, the students will write a few sentences explaining
their thoughts. “For each statement, write whatever comes to your mind and do
not focus on the structure or conventions. The intent is to help you get your
thoughts and impressions flowing on this issue.”

A: Requiring all police to wear body cameras will reduce instances of police misuse of power.



B: Requiring all police to wear body cameras will help address a police officer’s implicit bias.

C: It is ethical to require police to wear body cameras when interacting with the public.

D: Deescalation training would be more effective to reduce police misuse of force than
requiring all police officers to wear body cameras.

E: Requiring a police officer to wear a body camera is a violation of their privacy.

F: Requiring the police to wear body cameras will change the way that the public interacts
with the police.

Part II: Yes-No-Maybe Round I (35 minutes)

1. Tell students: “Today, we are going to start learning some skills that you will need, now
and as you get older, to be effective and involved citizens of your classrooms, your



school, your community, and the wider world. It involves thinking about our own
opinion on issues and considering others’ opinions as well.”

2. Designate three separate spaces/areas in the room, one for “Yes”, “No”, and “Maybe”.

3. Tell students: “I am going to read a sentence and when I am done, you will move to the
Yes, No, or Maybe spot of the room depending on if you agree or not (Yes=agree,
No=disagree, Maybe=not sure). If you agree and move to ‘Yes’, you have to share one
reason why you agree. If you move to ‘No’, you have to say why you do not agree. If
you pick ‘Maybe,’ you have to share both something you agree with and something you
disagree with about the statement. Then, we will have a spokesperson from each of the
areas summarize the main points of your discussion with the whole class.”

A: Requiring all police to wear body cameras will reduce instances of police
misuse of power.

B: Most police do not misuse their power when interacting with the public.

C: It is ethical to require police to wear body cameras.

D: Deescalation training would be more effective to reduce police misuse of
force than requiring all police officers to wear body cameras.

E: Requiring a police officer to wear a body camera is a violation of their
privacy.

F: Requiring the police to wear body cameras will change the way that
the public interacts with police.

4. Have students return to their seats and reflect in their journals: “What surprised you about
the activity? Did your opinion(s) change at all? If so, how?”

Part III: Active Reading and Writing (20 minutes)

1. Have the students read the article National Institute of Justice: "Body-Worn Cameras
What the Evidence Tells Us". As they are reading, encourage students to take notes on
the article related to the six statements.

https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/body-worn-cameras-what-evidence-tells-us
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/body-worn-cameras-what-evidence-tells-us


2. Then, in your notebook, take notes on the following questions: “What arguments support
police wearing body cameras? What evidence does the resource offer up as caution to the
practice of police wearing body cameras?”

Part IV: Yes-No-Maybe Round II (10-12 minutes)

1. Teacher will tell students: “I will read the same statements from before, and you will
move to the Yes, No, or Maybe spot of the room depending on if you agree or not (Yes =
agree, No=disagree, Maybe=not sure). We will briefly share out after each
YES-NO-MAYBE round. Then, we will reflect on this experience when we return to
our desks.”

2. In your notebook, please respond to each of the following prompts:

Reflection 1: Did your responses to any of the prompts change during this round? If you did
experience changes, explain why that occurred as best as you can.

Reflection 2:What did you learn from this activity? Please be specific.

Part V: Reflection & Assessment (5-10 minutes)

1. As a whole class, debrief how their perspectives have changed from the beginning to the
end of the activity.

Formative Assessment: The reflection questions in Part IV can be presented as an “exit slip” or
in an interactive format, using Google Classroom, Padlet or Jamboard. Alternatively, you may
ask students to write out a longer, more thorough reflection as a brief writing activity using
supporting evidence from the resources they encountered during the lesson.

Lesson Extension: Have students report out or draft informal conclusions they can draw about
Body Worn Cameras for Law enforcement from Brett Chapman’s article. It would be helpful for



students to pair up and discuss their findings with a classmate prior to reporting out or drafting
the conclusions on the topic.

Image of Eric Garner and the New York Police Officers

Eric Garner being placed in a chokehold by the Police on July 17, 2014. He was choked by the
police and died as a result of being placed in a chokehold. New York Daily News (2017).



Background Source: “Body-Worn Cameras: What the Evidence Tells Us”









Source: Chapman, Brett. “Body-Worn Cameras: What the Evidence Tells Us.” National Institute
of Justice Journal. Article. December 2018.


